
Module 2. Water management in 
Wisconsin in regards to wetlands, 
natural landscape, and restoration 
ecology for farm management of 
landscapes 

 

The goals of Module 2 are to: 

1. Understand how landscapes and their restoration relate to water quantity and 
water quality. 

2. Learn about the importance of wetlands for water retention and filtration. 
3. Learn how to work with private landowners to implement restoration on their 

farms. 

 

  

HOW LANDSCAPES AND THEIR RESTORATION RELATE TO WATER 
QUANTITY AND QUALITY 

In this 2-part video series, Tracy Hames of the Wisconsin Wetlands Association defines 
what wetlands are, describes the different types of wetlands and discusses how 
wetlands help with both water quantity and water quality management and why they are 
important. 

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5apUBz-tBEc&feature=emb_logo 

Keep in mind while watching the second video: 

• The ways wetlands protect water quantity 
• The ways wetlands influence water quality 

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vg75wOzF7oo&feature=emb_logo 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF WETLANDS FOR WATER RETENTION AND 
FILTRATION  
In this video, Tracy discusses the loss of Wisconsin wetlands and why restoration is so 
important. 

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaexT7T-V30&feature=emb_logo 

 

HOW TO WORK WITH PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO IMPLEMENT 
RESTORATION ON THEIR FARMS 

Private landowners (and growers) are often interested in developing restoration 
programs and want to work toward managing their lands in a more ecologically based 
manner, however, most landowners and many professionals who help them don’t know 
where to start!  The how, why, when, where and what do I do are all questions heard 
when starting, with the all-important question of What will it cost me? and Will it help or 
hurt my production systems?  

To help answer those questions, a step-by-step guide on how to approach restoration is 
available: Promoting Natural Landscapes: A Guide to Ecological Restoration and 
Practices for Wisconsin Farms (full link the Additional Resources). 

• Review pages 9 and 10 from the workbook below, paying close attention to the why 
proper restoration activities are done in the right place in the landscape. 
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Lessons from the Field! In this video from the Wisconsin Wetlands Association, 
Nick Somers of Plover River Farms talks about his wetland restoration projects and how 
it has benefited his farm and surrounding landscapes  

Video Link:   https://wisconsinwetlands.org/videos/  Visit Farmers Caring for Wetlands to 
see video.   

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Link to Ecosystems Workbook: Found under: https://ipcm.wisc.edu/downloads/guides/ 
then link to publication “Promoting Natural Landscapes: A Guide to Ecological 
Restoration and Practices for Wisconsin Farms: found at: 
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/download/pubsGuides/2016_EcosystemWorkbook_web.pdf 
 
For more videos and information from the Wisconsin Wetland Association: 
Home page for Wisconsin Wetlands Association: https://wisconsinwetlands.org/ 
Information For Landowners: https://wisconsinwetlands.org/for-landowners/  
Video Informative Series: https://wisconsinwetlands.org/videos/ 
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